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State mourns loss of Mickelson, leaders 
by Molly Robertson 

South Dakota experienced a great 
loss Monday, April 19, with the death 
of Governor George Mickelson and 
seven state economic leaders in an 
airplane crash near Dubuque, Iowa. 

The eight men were returning to 
South Dakota after attending meet­
ings in Cincinnati, Ohio. Their plane, 
a Mitsubishi MU-2, experienced en­
gine failure in the left engine. Pilot 
Dave Hansen radioed the airport in 
Dubuque, reported their troubles, and 
requested permission to land. 

Minutes later the plane sheared off 
a silo and crashed into a barn just 
outside ofDubuque, causing the plane 
to catch fire. 

The news reached the state capitol 
building about 4:30 p.m. on Monday. 

Also killed in the accident were 
Roland Dolly, state economic devel­
opment commisioner; Ron Reed, state 
energy policy commisioner; Dave 
Birkeland, president of First Bank 
South Dakota in Sioux Falls; Roger 
Hainje, president of the Sioux Falls 
Development Foundation; Angus 
Anson, general manager of Northern 
States Power in Sioux Falls; and state 

pilots Ron Becker and Dave Hansen 
of Pierre. 

Governor Mickelson's casket lay in 
state in the Capitol on Thursday and 
a memorial service for the men was 
held that afternoon. Over the course 
of the day more than12,000 programs 
were given out. 

Pierre schools were excused at 2:00 
p.m. to allow students and faculty to
attend the memorial service. Many
people took advantage of this oppor­
tunity.

"It was very sad. I thought the 
media was being inappropriate when 
they focused on people who were griev­
ing, but the speakers were great and 
it was a beautiful ceremony," said 
junior Sally Herrin. 

"I thought the memorial service 
was very well done, an excellent sign 
of respect for not only the governor, 
but all those who lost their lives serv­
ing the state. As for Mickelson him­
self, we lost a governor who was tak­
ing great steps to help South Dakota 
in economic development and recon­
ciliation. Hopefully the new governor 
and his staff can carry on governor 
Mickelson's plans," said Riggs gov­
ernment teacherSkip Kurth. 

Governor Mickelson delivered his 1990 Budget Address to students at Riggs High 
School. (Governor file photo) 

Swier hired as new superintendent 
by Cammy Clark 

Dr. Leon Swier has been selected 
as the new superintendent for the 
Pierre Public Schools. 

He was one of the five applicants 
chosen from a group of 45 to be inter­
viewed by the Pierre school board, the 
public, and local faculty members. 
After the interviews, the board nar­
rowed their decision to two applicants 
and visited their home towns to speak 
to local school board and community 
members. Dr. Swier was chosen for 
the position over Dr. Craig Scott of 
Huxley, Iowa. 

Swier has 29 years of experience 
as an educator. Before earning his 
doctorate in administration, he was a 
high school mathematics teacher. He 
has served as superintendent in 
Vermillion for the last three years. 

Prior to that, he was the superinten­
dent in Harrisburg. 

In Vermillion, Dr. Swier has been 
heading up the modernization project 
for the school district. 

"The intent of this process is to 
look for new ways to assess student 
progress, learning progress, and staff 
progress," said Dr. Swier. 

Dr. Hank Kosters, the Director of 
Research and Information for the As­
sociated School Board, researche'd all 
the applicants for the position. 

''The facts that Dr. Swier has pro­
gressed to consistently larger school 
systems, has an advanced degree, and 
is spear-heading the modernization 
project in Vermillion were things that 
were very impressive to the board," 
said Kosters. "Dr. Swier is interested 
in helping kids to become lifelong 
learners. He feels it is important to 

know what the school is doing and 
what it does for the students. He wants 
to help them learn to function in a 
society where change is a constant." 

School board chairman Cookie 
Hyde feels that Dr. Swier will con­
tinue his work on the modernization 
project as Pierre's superintendent. 

''The school board feels that Dr. 
Swier is a solid administrator and a 
strong progressive leader. He believes 
in the team player approach and likes 
to get the staff, kids, and community 
involved. When we visited Vermillion, 
everyone we talked to had very posi­
tive things to say about him," said 
Hyde. 

Dr. Swier's goals for the superin­
tendent position include continuing 
the quality of current education in the 
system and analyzing the strategic 

plan. 
"As I gain experience in the sys­

tem, I hope to look for information 
that I can use to enhance the quality 
of education that the students are 
receiving," said Swier. 

Swier believes that the middle 
school concept is a good idea, but the 
community has to want to make the 
change before it would work. 

"If the community, staff, and stu­
dents clearly feel that it is the direc­
tion they want to move in, then it will 
be time to make this change," said 
Swier. 

The new Riggs High School princi­
pal will be chosen by a committee that 
Swier will lead. The committee will 
consist of three Riggs teachers, two 
school board members, and Dr. Swier. 
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Student council members learn country line dances 
by Mandy Johnson 

Howdy, Partner! Would you like to 
dance .. .in a line? That's right-line 
dancing. It is the newest kind of 
dance that is quickly spreading across 
the country and even into Riggs High 
School. 

Earlier this year on a Saturday 
afternoon, some of the student coun­
cil members and other students at­
tended a country dance class. It was 
instructed by Stan Durston and lasted 
for over two hours. During those two 

hours, the twenty kids were taught 
how to feel, listen, and move to the 
hoe-down beat of country music. 

"I really enjoyed learning how to do 
the country dances. Stan Durston was 
very patient and worked with us well. 
Getting together with other students 
gave us something to do for a change," 
said senior Macy Welsh. "I like coun­
try music, and I'm glad someone took 
the time to teach me how to dance to 
it." 

The dance class began with Durston 
teaching everyone how to do the basic 

two-step. Then in less than two hours, 
the kids were dancing up a storm. 

"Learning the different dances was 
fun, but the 'hitch-hiker' and line 
dances were my favorites," said se­
nior Kara Oehlerking. 

Due to the positive comments of 
the students who attended the dance 
class, Durston was invited to come to 
the Halloween dance and teach other 
students how to move to the beat of 
country music. Some students took 
advantage of the opportunity to learn 

a new form of dancing while others 
had more fun sitting back watching 
everyone. 

Senior Nie Miller said, ''The first 
dance class I took was pretty fun, but 
when he came to the dance and tried 
to teach everyone, it was pointless." 

Not everyone likes to Janee and not 
everyone likes country music, but if 
you like to stomp your foot and swing 
your partner round and round, then 
grab a partner and head for the near­
est hoe-down! 

Riggs algebra teacher enjoys square dancing 
by Cammy Clark 

It's 8:00 on a Saturday night; Riggs 
Algebra II teacher Betty Weiss and 
her husband hop in the car and head 
for the senior citizen center to partici­
pate in one of their favorite activi­
ties- squaredancing. 

Weiss has been squaredancing 
since age twelve when she and her 
family cleared out their barn and 
sanded the floor so they could hold a 
barn dance with all their neighbors. 
Her father "called" the dances, or told 
everyone what moves to do. 

Although Weiss and her husband 
enjoy dancing in Pierre with their 
club and traveling to other dances in 
the state with their friends, it wasn't 
always this way. "I had to literally 
trick my husband into taking lessons 
with me," said Weiss. "After I asked 
him about one hundred times, he told 
me that he would take lessons if I 
found another couple willing to take 
them with us. He didn't think that I 
would be able to find anyone." That 
very afternoon Weiss located a couple 
willing to take the lessons, and he has 
been squaredancing ever since. "He 
gripes about it every now and then 
but he has as much fun as the rest of 
us," said Weiss. 

One of the first things that comes 
to mind when squaredancing is men­
tioned is the outfit worn by the danc­
ers. The ladies usually wear frilly, 
full, knee-length skirts, and the men 

stick to jeans and cowboy boots.Weiss, 
who never wears skirts or dresses, 
says the only time you'll see her in one 

is while she's squaredancing. "I don't 
own a skirt or a dress aside from my 
squaredancing outfit," she said. 

Weiss and her husband are mem­
bers of the local squaredancing club, 
the Circle 8. The club meets regularly 
two times a month at the senior 
citizen center and sometimes they put 
on demonstrations at the mall and 
the local campgrounds. "There's no 
smoking, no drinking-it's great!" says 
Weiss. 

None of the dances are learned 
beforehand. Each dance the club holds 
has a caller that tells the dancers 
what moves to do right before they do 
them. "It's so relaxing.You just walk 
out on the floor and someone puts the 
music on and tells you exactly what to 
do. Sometimes I make mistakes on 
purpose just to liven it up a bit so 
everyone has more fun," said Weiss. 

The Circle 8 has members ages 
thirty to seventy years old. Weiss 
thinks that squaredancing is some­
thing that comes and goes with the 
generations. "I think that it's a cycli­
cal thing; twenty years ago there was 
a large group of people dancing. Now 
I think it's just too hard for people to 
take the lessons; they have too many 
other activities," she said. 

The squaredancing that the Circle 
8 does is somewhat similar to the 
squaredancing learned in physical 
education at the junior high. Weiss 
says the calls are basically the same, 
but the club does some more compli­

cated calls. 
Does Weiss plan to continue 

squaredancing? "Absolutely!" she 
says, "until both feet are in the grave." 










